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1. The Chrysler Sebring Convertible body for 2004 is a sporty midsize two door. 
The Sebring Convertible body style, unlike the coupe or sedan, is exclusive to 
the Chrysler line. The Sebring coupe and sedan have counterparts in the Dodge 
Stratus line. The Sebring Coupe borrows its platform and power train from the 
Mitsubishi Galant and Eclipse lines. The Sebring convertible entered the 
market in 1998 as a JX body, and remained essentially unchanged until 2001. 
The 2001 model year rolled out the new JR27 body style that you see today. 
The 2003 and 2004 models will be transponder equipped in all trim levels. 


Prior to 2003, the transponder option appeared only as an option or part of a 
high-end trim package. Strattec refers to this body configuration as the JR27. 
There are four lock cylinders on this vehicle. Lock cylinders are found in the 
driver’s door, trunk, ignition and center console. The keys use SKIM (Sentry 
Key Immobilizer) transponder technology. The 2004 Sebring Convertible does 
not employ CAN (Controller Area Network) technology. The DART, SDD, Code 
Seeker, or T-Code programming device services this system. 


2. The first step in any key making or service request is to locate specific 
information on the vehicle to be serviced. The Fast Facts index shows the 2004 
Chrysler Sebring Convertible. This is essentially the same JR27 body that has 
been in production since 2001. The code series is M0001-2618. One key fits all 
of the locks. The vehicle uses the 8-wafer lock system and requires a “Sentry” 
transponder key blank. Further information will be found on “Key Plate” CH19. 


2004 Chrysler Sebring Convertible 
Part 1 
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2. Key Plate CH19 gives all of the 
information necessary to make a 
mechanical key for this vehicle. This 
vehicle uses the same lock configuration 
as many Chrysler vehicles. Key Plates 
are not specific to models. They illustrate 
the lock configuration used on the 
indexed vehicle. 


Our test vehicle was a late 2004 model, 
so there will be a change in the ignition 
to be discussed later in the article. 
(SENTRY equipped vehicles 2004+ are 
making a change to non sidebar 
ignitions.) Note that there are multiple 
Strattec numbers called out for the 
operating key. The numbers designate 
specific head styles (Logo Heads) for 
Dodge, Neon, Chrysler and Jeep vehicles 
that use this same configuration. The 
“work key” is a Y-159 (84 Groove). A 
working mechanical key will be made 
over this blank, and then duplicated over 
the transponder blank for programming. 


Whether making the key by reading, disassembly or by a code supplied by a third party, it is good practice to make a test 
key over the non-transponder blank first. If the code is incorrect, you will not be wasting an expensive blank. The door and 
trunk cylinders contain wafers in positions 2–8. The ignition should be a sidebar, and contain wafers in positions 1–8. The 
glove box or auxiliary compartment lock will contain wafers in positions 5–8. The 1200CM code card is CX102, and 
requires cutter CW-1011. Framon cutting information, found on Key Plate CH14, is; Tip dressed to the left side of the key 
vise, spacing is .092, use space block 3, first cut @ .309". Cuts are @ .309, .401, .493, .585, .677, .769, .861, .953. There 
are four depths. If you are using the Curtis Clipper, ITL, Pak-A-Punch, or Code Max to originate the key, this information is 
found at the left side of the key plate. This vehicle uses 84Groove Strattec locks. No codes are found on the vehicle. 


4. The rear deck cylinder (A) is found behind the right side of the rear 
deck trim panel. The trim panel will have to be removed to access the 
lock cylinder. 
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5. To remove the exterior trim, 
it is necessary to first remove 
the inside plastic trim panel. It 
is fastened by four black Nylon 
expansion rivets. Pull up the 
center expansion pins to 
release the rivets, and remove 
them. The trim panel will come 
away from the underside of the 
deck lid to reveal the exterior 
trim retaining screws. Twist 
and remove the two license 
plate lamp sockets from the 
inside. Two license plate lamp 
fixtures can then be removed 
from the exterior trim panel. 
Seven 8mm nuts secure the 
outside trim to the deck lid. 
Use a deep socket or nut driver 
to remove the attachment 
screw nuts from the inside. 


6. This photo shows the 
arrangement of the 
attachment screws in 
the exterior trim panel. 
There are three screw 
studs on each side, and 
one directly behind the 
Chrysler badge at the 
top/center of the panel. 
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8. The rear deck 
cylinder uses a cable 
pull to unlatch the 
deck. The easiest 
method of removing 
the cable is to 
squeeze the rear of 
the plastic cable 
attachment nut and 
remove the nut from 
the cylinder cam. A 
simple horseshoe 
retainer clip holds the 
cylinder in place. Slide 
the clip aside, to 
release the cylinder 
from the deck lid. 


7. Each of the seven 
trim attachment 
screws has an access 
hole directly behind 
the panel. 
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9. The rear deck 
cylinder has a drain 
hole that reveals all 
seven wafers. It would 
be possible to make a 
working key for this 
cylinder without 
disassembly. Insert a 
blank key into the 
cylinder and observe 
the wafers to find the 
combination for 
positions 2–8. 


10. Deck cylinder 
service will require a 
Strattec replacement 
cap pn# 321847. 
Remove the cap to 
disassemble the 
cylinder. No key is 
required to remove 
the cylinder plug. The 
deck cylinder uses 
Strattec tumblers pn# 
322361-4 and tumbler 
springs Strattec pn# 
46994. Tumblers are 
numbered to indicate 
the cut depth. The 
numbers are not 
visible in the keyway. 
There are seven 
tumblers, in positions 
2–8, which appear in 
the keyway 4/3 (four 
over three). 
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12. The door trim 
panel is secured by a 
number of visible and 
concealed Phillips 
head trim screws. 
(These are actually 
Pozidriv #2, PZ-2 
screws.) Remove 
three visible screws 
along the bottom of 
the trim panel. 


11. The drivers door 
lock cylinder is 
integrated into the lift 
handle trim. The lift 
handle trim must be 
removed to allow the 
cylinder to be 
removed from the 
door panel. This will 
require removal of the 
inside trim panel. 


Door Lock: 
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13. A small square 
plastic trim plug 
conceals a screw in 
the door release 
handle cup. Pry out 
the top of the plug to 
release and remove it. 
Remove the concealed 
trim screw. 


14. A small square 
hinged trim plug 
conceals a screw in 
the armrest grip well. 
Pry up the rear of the 
hinged plug to reveal 
the trim screw. 
Remove the concealed 
trim screw. 
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16. The speaker grill 
at the front bottom 
corner of the trim 
panel conceals three 
trim screws. Pry out 
the front edge of the 
grill, to allow the 
retainer hooks at the 
rear of the grill to be 
disengaged. The 
speaker grill hooks at 
the rear and snaps in 
at the front. Remove 
the three concealed 
trim screws. 


15. The red safety 
reflector at the bottom 
rear of the trim panel 
conceals another trim 
screw. Pry out the 
rear edge of the 
reflector to allow the 
front retainer hooks to 
be disengaged. The 
reflector hooks at the 
front and snaps in at 
the rear. Remove the 
concealed trim screw. 
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Free “How to Master Car Opening” with purchase of Classic Killer Kit 
Rebate code: 04HNS12 


The Classic Killer Kit (AKK-88) comes in a deluxe, highly durable, custom-made carrying case. This variety of tools will help you open most 
of the cars on the road today using the Through Vent, Through Lock, Through Handle, Through Car, Under Button, and Under & Over styles, 
as well as attacking vertical and horizontal rods, lazy pawls, bell cranks, and the GM latch. 


To receive your HPC, Inc. rebate, simply fill out the form below and mail it along with a copy of your invoice to: 


HPC, Inc. 
Attn: Rebate Department 
PO Box 2093 
Schiller Park, IL 60176 USA 
Company _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Sate and Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Country _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Fax ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Product Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Rebate code _____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Official Rules: 


• Offer valid only for Security Professionals making qualified purchases through an authorized HPC Distributor 
between December 1, 2004 and December 31, 2004. 
• This offer is mutually exclusive and cannot be used with any other offer. 
• To receive free merchandise you must purchase the exact product shown. 
• Paperwork must be clearly stated, “Rebate Department”. 
• To qualify, all paperwork (copy of your invoice and a copy of your NLAA card) must be received at HPC, Inc. on or 
before January 31, 2005 by mail or fax. 
• Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for processing. 


17. The triangular 
plastic trim piece, at 
the top front corner of 
the door panel must be 
removed to allow the 
trim panel to be 
disengaged from the 
rubber window trim 
channel. The trim 
piece is retained by 
two metal friction 
catches. Pry out the 
rear edge of the trim, 
to disengage the 
friction fasteners and 
remove this trim piece. 
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19. Pull out the 
bottom of the door 
trim panel and lift to 
disengage the top lip 
from the rubber 
window trim channel. 
The door trim panel 
will still be connected 
to the electrical 
harness and door 
release linkage rod. 
Support the door 
panel as you unlatch 
the door release 
linkage rod clip. 
Release and remove 
the electrical harness 
from the door-locking 
switch. The panel 
should be free from 
the door. 


18. At the top front 
edge of the door trim 
panel is a triangular 
plastic trim piece that 
conceals another trim 
screw. Pry out the rear 
edge of the trim piece 
to allow the front hooks 
to be released. This 
piece hooks at the front 
and snaps in at the 
rear. A concealed trim 
screw will be found in 
the white nylon 
reinforcing-cup. 
Remove the trim screw. 
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20. Note that the door 
release handle and 
lock control switch are 
not demountable from 
the trim panel. The 
assembly is 
permanently heat 
riveted to the 
trim panel. 


21. A contoured heavy 
plastic vapor barrier 
covers the inside of 
the door. The vapor 
barrier is attached to 
the door with clear 
goop. Carefully 
separate the vapor 
barrier from the door 
structure to reveal the 
inside of the door. 


12 • Automotive Edge 
National Locksmith Automobile Association 


23. This shows the “Z- 
Tool” in the operating 
position. Lever the 
linkage forward to 
unlock the door. 


22. With the inside 
door trim removed, it 
will be easy to 
observe the opening 
procedure. Wedge the 
rubber window seal 
about two inches 
forward of the front 
edge of the lift 
handle. Use a deep 
down hook rod tool. In 
this case, I am using a 
standard “Z-Tool” 
down-hook tool. Insert 
the tool with the tip 
facing rearward. The 
tool will be about two 
inches below the lift 
handle, as you turn 
the hook inward. 
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24. To unlock the 
door, grip the top lock 
rod and move it 
forward to raise the 
lock button. The lock 
button is at the center 
of the door panel. 
Watch the door lock 
button for movement. 
This is a fairly easy 
auto to unlock, using 
this method. 


25. Remove the rubber 
door seal corner to gain 
a better inside view of 
the lift handle 
attachment screws and 
cylinder linkage. 
Disconnect the cylinder 
linkage through the 
edge access gained by 
removal of this piece. 
Two 8mm nuts secure 
the lift handle trim. One 
will require the window 
to be in the down 
position, and the other 
will require the window 
to be up. Remove the 
lift handle attachment 
nuts. Lift up on the lift 
handle, to allow it to be 
removed from the 
outside body panel. It 
only has to be 
disengaged far enough 
to allow the lock 
cylinder to be removed. 
It is not necessary to 
disconnect the latch 
linkage from the 
lift handle. 
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26. A simple 
horseshoe clip retains 
the door cylinder. Use 
a pair of long-reach 
needle nose pliers to 
slip the horseshoe clip 
off the cylinder. 


27. The door cylinder, 
which very much 
resembles the rear 
deck cylinder, slides 
out of the door panel. 
Note that the cylinder 
pawl (cam) extends 
rearward. There is no 
electrical switch 
(central locking 
control) on this 
cylinder, but the 
cylinder is configured 
to accept one. I would 
expect that this option 
might be available on 
the higher trim level 
models. Wafers in 
positions 2–8 
are visible in the 
drain hole. 
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29. The glove box, at 
this trim level, is non- 
locking. The 
configuration suggests 
that a locking glove 
box assembly could be 
installed here. If it is 
locking, the cylinder 
will contain tumblers 
in positions 5–8. 


28. Disassembly of the 
door cylinder will 
require a Strattec pn# 
321847 replacement 
cap. The cylinder is 
serviced by Strattec 
tumblers pn# 322361- 
4 and tumbler springs 
pn# 46994. The 
tumblers are 
numbered to indicate 
the cut depths. 
Numbers are not 
visible in the keyway. 
There are seven 
tumblers, in positions 
2–8, which appear 
in the keyway 4/3 
(four over three). 


Glove Box Lock: 
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Center Console Lock: 


30. This vehicle has a locking center console. This cylinder contains four tumblers, in positions 5–8. Removal of 
the console and console plastic liner allows access to the cylinder retainer. 


In the next installment we will conclude servicing the door lock, ignition lock, and programming procedures. 


